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UNDERSTANDING WHAT JESUS WANTS HIS FOLLOWERS TO BE AND TO DO

Week 5

A Christian's Righteousness: Interpreting the law in its truth.






Matthew 5:21-30 NIV L

21 “y o have heard that it was said to the people
long-ago, You shall not murder, and anydne who
murders will be subject to judgment.”’ 32 But | tell
‘you that anyone who is angry with a b’ﬁother or '

~ sister will'be subject to judgment. Agam anyone
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,” is '
answerable to the court. And anyone who says,
‘You fool!” will be | in danger of the fire of hell”




23“Therefore, if you are offering your giftatihe
altar.and there remember.that your brother or
sister-has something against.you, b Ieave your
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
‘reconciled to them; then come and ofgfer yoUr
gift”. | | |




25 “Settle matters quickly with your. adversary,
who istaking you to court. Do it while you are
still together on the way, or your adversary may
hand you'over to the judge, and the Judge‘may
-hand you over to the officer, and yowrﬁay be
thrown into prison. 26 Truly | tell you, you ‘will not:
- get out unt|I you have paid the EN penny
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27You have heard that it was said, Yol shall
not commit adultery.’ 28 But | tell you that
anyoné who looksat a.woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in hIS
‘heart. 22 If your right eye causes you ’E@ L

&1

- stumble; gouge it out and throw; it away It IS
better for you to lose one part of your body
than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. 30 And if your rlght nand causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better
for you to lose one part of your body than for
your whole body to go into hel
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In‘this section, Jesus shows thetrueimeaning of
the law. But this isn’t Jesus against Moses; it is

Jesus-against false and
interpretations of Mos
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.7 Jesus mterprets the law agalnst murder

I\/Iatthew 5:21-22 NIV

2 ”You have heard that it was sald to thé

people long ago; "You shall not murdef and
“anyone who murders will be subject tcr
judgment.” 22But | tell you that anyone who is

angry with a brother or sister will be subject to

judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother

or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the

court./And anyone who says, “You fool!” will be
in danger of the fire of hell”.




11ohn 3:15 NLT Stk

15 Anyone who hates another brother old S|ster is
really-a murderer at heart. And you know‘ that
murderers don’ t have eternal life ywthm them.




Jesus exposes the essence of the*scribes;’ heresy.
To them, the law was really only a matter

of external performance, never the heart‘ Jesus

brings the law back to the matters of Ehe i’}eart




Il Jesus deals W|th problem personal
relationships.

Matthew 23-26 NIV« ==~ = A ,
28 ”Therefore it you are offering yQur fift atthe o
‘altar and there remember that your br"othe,r or
_sister has something against you, 24 Ieaveyour |
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
reconciled.to them; then come and offer your
gift”. o




2>“Settle matters quickly with your adve'rsafy
who.is taking you to court. Do itiwhile you are

still together on the way, oryour adversa‘ry may
hand you over to the judge, and the Judge.may F- 3
-hand you.over to the officer, and you fnay be
~thrown into prison. 26 Truly | tell you, you will

not get out until you have paid the |ast penny”.
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Jesus considers it far more impogtant to he<.
reconciled to a brother or sisterthan to /|
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perform a religious duty. .. o </
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I, Jesus mterprets the law agalnst adultery_

I\/Iatthew 5:27-28 NIV a\

4 ”You have heard thatit was sald ‘You' shall
not commit adultery.’ 28 But | tell you ;hat
“anyone who looks at a woman Iustfull\? has
~already committed adultery Wlth her | in hIS

heart™.







Jesus explains that it is possible to commlt
adultery in our heart —or mind,.and this also IS

sin and prohibited by the command agamst
adultery. ‘ 3“
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V. Jesus explams our attltude towards our
war against sin. . _
Matthew 5:29-30 NIV «-~ = 7 3 %
7 |f your right eye causesyou to stumple gouge_f |
it out andthrow it away. It is better foﬁ you, to |
lose one part of your body than for your whole '°
vody to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right
nand.causes you to stumble, cut it off and
throw it away. It is‘better for you to lose one
part of your body than for your whole body to
go into heII







Mark 8:34 NIV Y
34 Then he called the crowd to h|m anng W|th

his disCiples and said: “Whoever wants to be
my disciple must deny themselves/ands take up
‘their cross and follow me”. ” j
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f your eye causes you to sin, doa't look.
f yourfoot causes you to sin, don't go.. '
f yourhand causes you to sin, don't do it/
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